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To Strut or Not to Strut? 


Bob Hamilton of the Fralinger String Band tries out his costume for the band’s theme of movie musicals. The umbrella is for 


“Singin’ in the Rain” and Mary Poppins is in the background. 
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Mummers face a cold, hard decision on the parade. 


By Aubrey Whelan 
STAFF WRITER 

t was so cold that the saxophones 

froze solid. People’s glasses 

cracked in the frigid air. It was 14 

degrees out, but it was Thursday 

night, just a few days before the 
Mummers Parade, and the Hegeman 
String Band needed to get in one last 
practice. 

So they wheeled for hours in the night 
air, playing unplayable instruments. 
And, like so many other string band 
clubs around the city, they hoped, some- 


what guiltily, that someone would call 
off the parade on Monday. 

“If it was all on my shoulders, Id just 
wait till the following week,” Carmen 
Maniaci, the captain of the Avalon 
String Band, said Friday afternoon. 
“Look — it’s New Year’s, we know it’s 
going to be cold, but we’re in uncharted 
waters here.” 

Since the New Year’s Day forecast — 
a high of 22 degrees, a low of 13, a wind 
chill as low as minus-2 — the string 
bands have been particularly worried 
about how they will fare. 


It’s mostly about the horns, band 
members say. Brass instruments don’t 
do well in cold temperatures: On partic- 
ularly dire days, some Mummers carry 
plastic spoons to break icicles off their 
saxophones. Accordion bellows can 
freeze up, too, and banjo players can’t 
play with gloves on. 

All this makes for some deeply con- 
flicted string band players, who say 
they’re excited to showcase the acts 
they’ve been working on all year but 
dreading the temperatures. The city 

See MUMMERS on A4 


The Avalon String 
Band will have a 
toy-filled theme. 
Captain Carmen 
Maniaci reaches 
for one of the 
Lego heads. 
String bands fear 
for their 
instruments in the 
cold. 
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For the latest on 
the weather and 
updates on the 
Mummers, visit 
www.philly.com 
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> COPING: How 

to survive 
Philadelphia’s frigid 
weather this 
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THE YEAR IN STOCKS 


A smooth, upward ride for investors 


By Alex Veiga 
ASSOCIATED PRESS 


Wall Street took investors on a mostly smooth, record- 
shattering ride in 2017. The major indexes made double- 


Strong Year for Stocks 


The S&P 500 gained nearly 


digit gains for the year, led by Apple, Facebook, and 


other technology stocks. 


+30% 


performance in the last 18 years. 


20 percent in 2017, its fourth-best 


2013 
+29.6% 


The Standard & Poor’s 500 index, the broadest mea- 


sure of the stock market, had its +20 
best year since 2013. 

“This would go in the category of +10 
stellar year, with very little volatility 
in the market and pullbacks that 
were essentially minor,” said Quincy 
Krosby, chief market strategist at -10 
Prudential Financial. 

Several factors kept the marketon -20 


> INVESTING: 
Three Phila. 
stocks that 
soared in 2017 — 
but success 
wasn’t universal. 
Business, A7. 
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an upward grind for most of the year and repeatedly 


drove stock indexes to all-time highs: The global econo- -30 


my rebounded while the U.S. economy and job market 


continued to strengthen, which helped drive strong cor- -40 


2008 
-38.5% 


GERRYMANDERING CASE 


Judge 


says map 
should be 
upheld 


In his recommendation to the 
Supreme Court, he said what 
constitutes too much 
imbalance is undefined. 


By Jonathan Lai 
STAFF WRITER 

A Commonwealth Court judge recom- 
mended Friday that the Pennsylvania Su- 
preme Court uphold the state’s map of 
congressional districts in a high-profile 
gerrymandering lawsuit that challenges 
the map as unconstitutionally drawn to 
benefit Republicans. 

Democrats hold a 5-2 majority on the 
state’s high court, which has fast-tracked 
the suit. On Friday, the justices scheduled 
oral arguments for Jan. 17 in Harrisburg. 

“A lot can and has been said about the 
2011 Plan, much of which is unflattering 
and yet justified,” wrote Commonwealth 
Court Judge P. Kevin Brobson, who had 
been tasked by the high court with hold- 
ing a trial and submitting “findings of 
fact” and “conclusions of law” before the 
end of the year. 

The plaintiffs had shown that partisan 
considerations were taken into account 
in creating the map, he wrote, and that 
more politically neutral maps could have 
been drawn that would not have been as 
favorable to the GOP. 

But some degree of partisanship is con- 
sidered acceptable in redistricting, he 
said, and the plaintiffs had not created a 
“judicially manageable standard” for the 
court to decide whether the map crossed 
the line. 

“Petitioners, however, have failed to 
meet their burden of proving that the 
2011 Plan, as a piece of legislation, clear- 
ly, plainly, and palpably violates the 

See DISTRICTS on A3 


DEVELOPMENT 


Toll Bros. gets 
turndown for 
Chesco plans 


Westtown supervisors rejected 
housing on Crebilly Farm. 
Opponents cited a possible link 
to a Revolutionary battle. 


By Caitlin McCabe 
STAFF WRITER 

After more than a year of debate, West- 
town Township supervisors voted Thurs- 
day night to deny Toll Bros. its applica- 
tion to build a 317-unit housing develop- 
ment on Crebilly Farm, a 322-acre Ches- 
ter County parcel that many have ar- 
gued has ties to the Revolutionary War. 

The decision, which the township’s 
three supervisors unanimously support- 
ed, was made in front of a standing- 
room-only crowd, which clapped, 
jumped, and cheered when the ruling 
was announced. The supervisors — two 
registered Republicans and one regis- 
tered Democrat, according to voter regis- 
tration records — offered no explanation 
of their vote, saying only that a written 
decision would be issued in coming 
weeks. 

On Friday morning, a spokeswoman 
for Toll declined to comment. She did 
not indicate how the Horsham-based 
builder would proceed or whether an ap- 
peal was possible. 

The Westtown decision caps a conten- 
tious year — at least publicly — for Toll, 
one of the nation’s largest builders. Just 
35 miles away in Center City Philadel- 
phia, Toll for more than a year has pur- 
sued plans to build a high-rise along Jew- 


See STOCKS on A4 SOURCE: Bloomberg News Staff Graphic See TOLL on A4 
s~ WEATHER AccuWeather report, C8 Business ......A7 Marketplace .A8 Rally sesso C7 : To advertise with us, call 1-800-341-3413. 
aTr Sunday 25|10 Tuesday 25 |14 COMICS nsns... B6 Movies .......... B3 Television .....B7 For a complete list of Advertising Department 
o High 28, Low 18 Monday 22|13 Wednesday 30 |19 Lotteries ....... C8 Obituaries .....B4 numbers, see the “Contact Us” box on Page A4. 


o 


J MLN u a, 


910"20648 


© 2017 Philadelphia Media Network 
Home Delivery: 215-665-1234 or 1-800-222-2765 
187th Year, No. 213 | $2.25 in some locations 


